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secret to no one, otherwise you will die." The hunter then
took his leave and departed.
Time passed, and through his knowledge of the language
of dogs Adagar had acquired a flock of sheep. One day it
chanced that one of his ewes had lambed, and he was hold-
ing its head while his wife was milking it. Just then a lamb
came up and said, '' Give me a little milk, Mamma." * " You
are perfectly shameless," replied the ewe. " Can't you see
that my master is holding my head and my master's wife is
milking me ? Leave me alone till I am free. When I'm at
liberty I'll give you all you want." Adagar laughed. His
wife adjured him, saying, " You must tell me what you are
laughing at." " What business is that of yours ? " said he.
" If I tell you, I shall die." However, he went on, " Do you
know what you must do ? " " No," said she. " Well," said
he, " first have four sheep killed, and cook freshly a lot of
rice, and collect a great deal of ghee, and cook my funeral
alms.2 After that, assemble all my relations and all your
relations, and then I will tell you what I was laughing at."
The wife agreed, and collected all their relations and set the
broth to cook on the fire.
Now Adagar the Hunter had a dog and a cock and a cat.
The dog put its head down on its paws and sat in dejection,
but the cock pecked at the dough and dipped his beak into
the broth. The dog looked up and said to him, " You are
perfectly shameless ; this is the funeral alms of your master
that is standing on the fireplace." " You are a great fool,"
retorted the cock, " our master is a miserable hen-pecked
creature." " How so ? " asked the dog. " I'll tell you,"
said the cock ; " our mistress is a mischievous woman. She
asks her husband his secret, and he loves her very much and
will tell her, but when he tells her he will die. As soon as
ever he is dead his wife will grab all the gear, marry some
blackguard or other, and kick her first husband's grave.
Why should anyone give himself a headache over what a
couple of words in black and white could set right ? "
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